JERSEY AUDIT OFFICE

30 April 2025

The latest independent audit by the Comptroller and Auditor General (C&AG)
Grants and Subsidies - Follow Up is published today (Wednesday 30 April 2025).

Providing grants to third parties is an important means by which governments and public
sector bodies deliver their policy objectives. To ensure that those objectives are secured

economically, efficiently and effectively it is important to have the right controls in place,

from design of grant schemes through to evaluation of their impact.

This audit followed up on recommendations made in C&AG reports published in 2017
and 2022. It examined the processes for oversight, management and evaluation of grants
and subsidies awarded by Government to third parties, identifying improvements that
have been made and what more is needed to secure best practice.

The Government continues to make extensive use of grants and subsidies to third parties.
In 2023 the value of grants reported in the States of Jersey Group 2023 Annual Report
and Accounts was £74,103,000.

The auditincluded consideration of a sample of awards made. These samples were
selected from the Department for the Economy, the Children, Young People, Education
and Skills Department, and the Cabinet Office.

C&AG findings and recommendations

Implementation of the C&AG's previous recommendations has been monitored through
the Government of Jersey’s 'Recommendations Tracker’. Progress includes updating the
Public Finances Manual (PFM) with best practice identified in the 2017 report, intended to
ensure the right controls are in place for the design of grant schemes.

The follow up audit found no clear and consistent States-wide approach or framework
against which to make decisions about how to deliver services to Islanders. This creates a
gap in the support available to officers when they need to decide if the use of a grant or
grant scheme is the most effective solution to deliver the intended outcome, rather than
through, for example, a contract for services.
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The C&AG recommends a decision-making framework for grant funding, which would
provide a roadmap for mature and effective decision making; to ensure grants are
assessed, appraised and awarded in a consistent manner and support projects most likely
to deliver expected outcomes to Islanders.

Attention needs to be paid to the assessment, documenting and evaluation of conflicts of
interest within the States (officers, Ministerial and other States Members) in processes to
award grants and subsidies. Lack of rigour in this area exposes the States to a range of
reputational risks including a perception of bias, unfairness and eroding public
confidence in the integrity of the decision making process relating to the award of grants.

The C&AG also found that consideration should be given to a proportionate, risk-based
approach for the review of existing grants and grant schemes, through a further revision
to the PFM, and consistency in how agreed outputs or outcomes are recorded between
the Government and the grant receiving entity.

Comptroller and Auditor General, Lynn Pamment CBE, said:

“The use of individual grants or grant schemes is a valuable part of the States’ framework
for service delivery, regulation and resilience. Effective oversight, governance and
accountability arrangements are essential in order to ensure grant receiving bodies use
the funding in line with overall States objectives, including demonstrating improved
outcomes for Islanders.

“A number of the recommendations from the previous reports have been implemented or
are in progress. However, there is further work required to demonstrate compliance with
the requirements of the Public Finances Manual and there are opportunities to enhance
efficiency and value for money in the oversight and use of grant funding.”

The report Grants and Subsidies - Follow Up can be found at
https://www.jerseyauditoffice.je

ENDS

For further information, please contact:

Rozena Pedley
M: 00 44 7797 733553 /T: 00 44 1534 629800
E: rozena.pedley@jerseyauditoffice.je
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Notes to Editors:

e The Office of Comptroller and Auditor General ('{C&AG’) was established in 2005 and
operates under the Comptroller and Auditor General (Jersey) Law 2014

e The remit of the C&AG includes the audit of financial statements, corporate
governance, internal control and wider consideration of public funds, often expressed
as 'value for money’

e The 2025 to 2028 Audit Plan can be found at: www.jerseyauditoffice.je

e Lynn Pamment took up the Office of C&AG on 1 January 2020 for a fixed term of
seven years. Following the introduction of the Comptroller and Auditor General
(Jersey) Law 2014 the term of office is fixed at seven years and is non-renewable.

e The Office of Comptroller and Auditor General is known as the ‘Jersey Audit Office’.

e Contact details are: de Carteret House, 7 Castle Street, St Helier, Jersey JE2 3BT /
T:716800 / E: enquiries@jerseyauditoffice.je

Comptroller and Auditor General’s Policy regarding issue of reports and contact

with the media:

e Press releases will be published by the Jersey Audit Office to accompany the
publication of each report

e Embargo times, where set, will be at 0001 hours on the day of publication - for press
releases, reports and all other information pertaining to the publication date

e Other press releases/ statements may be made on an occasional basis and not
necessarily dependent upon the publication of a report. They will be subject to the
same embargoes where set

e With any report issued, the opportunity is available for members of the press to
request factual clarification, by email, of points contained therein

e Any comments made additional to any reports, will be included within any press
release(s) as issued by the Jersey Audit Office, in the form of a quotation by the
C&AG. These comments will be available for publication; but there will not be any
supplementary live or pre-recorded interviews offered or undertaken by either Lynn
Pamment or the affiliates of the Jersey Audit Office

e The C&AG is prepared, on an occasional basis, to provide articles for publication in
the local media, following a specific request and consideration of the relevant topic

e All publicinformation, including press releases and reports, are accessible on the
Jersey Audit Office website at www.jerseyauditoffice.je
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